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Bulletin No, 2
Suitable for Producers
THE COWSHED
The importance of a satisfactory building for use as a cowshed cannot
be over-estimated- At the same time a good building is by no means
the only necessity for the production of clean milk. In the past too much
attention has been paid to the structural condition of cowsheds with an
almost total disregard for methods employed in the production of milk.
Given a cowshed of only moderate construction, it is possible to produce
clean milk consistently, PROVIDED REGULAR ATTENTION is PAID TO THE
CLEANLINESS OF THE COWSHED in addition to other points dealt with in
these Bulletins. The following points in connection with the cowshed
should be noted.
The Floor
The floor of the cowshed, which should be of impervious material, prefer-
ably concrete, must be kept scrupulously clean. It is essential that all
dung, etc., should be removed from the cowshed AT LEAST ONCE EACH DATT.
Dung must not on any account be moved immediately before milking,
as the action of moving this material causes the production of dust and dirt
which is liable to enter and contaminate the milk. The dung channel should
be sufficiently wide to permit liquid to flow off at the back to the drain
inlet outside the cowshed, and it must be kept as clean as possible to enable
this to occur. Dung, etc., should be removed to a point as far away from
the cowshed as possible. The practice of tipping dung in a heap in close
proximity to the-building cannot be too strongly condemned.
The Walls
It is equally important that the walls of the cowshed should be kept
thoroughly clean, and whenever possible they should be rendered in cement
to a height of 4 ft. 6 in. to enable this to be readily carried out. In all cases
the whole of the walls in the cowshed should be thoroughly cleansed
and limewashed as often as is necessary and NOT LESS FREQUENTLY THAN
TWICE IN EACH YEAR, once during April or May and once during September
or October. It is advisable to add a small quantity of disinfectant to the
lime when making limewash.
The Roof
In many old cowsheds the roof is far from satisfactory. Cobwebs and
dust are frequently found accumulated in the roof, forming a probable source
of contamination to the milk. All parts of the roof must therefore be kept
scrupulously clean.
Troughs, Partitions, and Yokes
It is also important that feeding-troughs, divisions between stalls, and
yokes are kept absolutely clean. They are often found in a filthy condi-
tion, particularly the divisions. As these divisions are often made of wood,
which at best is a very unsatisfactory material for this purpose, they require
constant attention and must be frequently cleansed.